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Yarra Valley 

Open Studios 2020 
Artist Application 

Please read this entire document to ensure you have all the information required to complete 

your application form and get the most out of the Open Studios program! 

Our vision is to shine a spotlight on the diverse range of talented artists of the Yarra Valley and give 

you an opportunity to share your inspirational spaces and arts practice. The 2020 Open Studios 

Program will give visitors an interactive experience of artists and their practice in their dedicated 

studio and we are committed to offering diversity.   

Desired outcomes include: 

- Supporting both established and emerging artists in the Yarra Valley.

- Encouraging creativity and inspiring artistic growth.

- Connecting local and wider communities with the arts and artists.

- Increasing the profile of Yarra Valley artists.

- Increasing economic activity for and viability of artists.

Held in 3 different areas, for one weekend in each of the 3 months in Spring, enables local, interstate 

and international visitors to plan their Art weekends more easily. The three areas are centred around 

the Yarra Valley’s major highways, Maroondah, Melba & Warburton.   

Yarra Valley Arts is again leading Open Studios 2020, supported by funding from Yarra Ranges 

Council and other sources. Group artist meetings are held to inform artists of planning and progress 

and to ensure everyone involved has the opportunity to participate and contribute to the success of 

Yarra Valley Open Studios.     

In addition to the Open Studio weekends, the Major Group Exhibition is held in Healesville (all artists 

participate in this) and area-specific exhibitions are held for the Melba area at Art at Linden Gate and 

for the Warburton Highway area at the Warburton Waterwheel Gallery.   

The independent selectors Ewen Jarvis (curator, Yering Station) and Toni Main (Burrinja) will be 
assessing the applications as a key part of the selection process.   

An Application Information Session will be held on 17 March which will address any questions 

about the application process, categories and provide information about the program. Artists are 

strongly encouraged to attend. Please RVSP to email below by 13 March to confirm your attendance. 

If you have any questions please either email us at openstudios@yarravalleyarts.org.au or phone 
Bev Hardidge 0405 020 813 our artist contact, if you’d like to ask questions by phone.   
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General Info 

BENEFITS TO ARTISTS 

- Exposure - in 2019 approx. 8000 visits to studios and galleries, with 36 studios represented

(45 artists) with an average of around 130 visits per studio over the weekend.

- The opportunity to sell your work directly to the visiting public.

- The opportunity to engage visitors in future workshops, commissions or other flow-on work

from the Open Studios weekend.

- Inclusion in the Open Studios 2020 Map – 12,000 will be distributed. This map includes

details of your studio including images, address, website and social media channel for

ongoing marketing.

- Online promotion through the Open Studios website and social media avenues.

- Promotion through a range of other media outlets during the lead up to the various Open

Studio events.

- Participate in a major group exhibition at the YAVA Gallery in Healesville. Maroondah Artists

will have the opportunity to participate in additional floor talks.

- Artists from Melba & Warburton areas will participate in separate exhibitions within their areas.

- Professional development, education and the opportunity to network with other artists across

the Yarra Valley.

THE OPEN STUDIOS PROGRAM ASKS THE FOLLOWING OF PARTICIPATING ARTISTS: 

By making an application you agree to the Terms and Conditions listed here:   

- Your studio and artwork should provide a positive experience for visitors to the Open Studios

program.  Specifically, the Open Studios program is designed to give visitors authentic insight

into the artist’s creative process and working studio.

- Your application should indicate the contribution you, as an artist, will make to ensure the

program's success, including promotional and related activities in the lead up to your Open

Studios weekend.

- Participation Fee of $100 and proof of Public Liability Insurance must be provided within 30

days of acceptance into the program.

- Availability for on-site visit by organisers to assess suitability of your studio and explain in

further detail the requirements of the program (mostly new participants).

- Provision of good quality, high resolution digital images of the artist, studio and artwork as

required for assessment of the application.
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- Attend Open Studio Meetings and Evaluation Meetings as required.

- Active participation in promoting the Open Studios event and experience, including online

promotion, poster drops and distribution of maps and flyers.

- Personal attendance at your studio throughout the Open Studios weekend during open times.

- Attendance at the Major Group Exhibition opening event and the other area's Openings.

- Participation in the evaluation process. This happens after each weekend and is a key part of

your obligations as a participant in the program.

- Collection of postcodes and email addresses during the weekend, returned to Yarra Valley

Arts within 10 days of the completion of your Open Studios weekend.

- All sales made onsite at studios are kept by the artist, sales through the exhibitions incur

commission of 20%.

- Commercial galleries or retail outlets without working studios are not eligible.

- Eligibility requires:

o Individual Artists are practicing artists who work primarily on their own from a

permanent studio within the Yarra Valley (suburb borders include - Yarra Glen,

Toolangi, Healesville, Seville, Coldstream, Lilydale, Mt Evelyn, Mooroolbark, Chirnside

Park, Warburton, Yarra Junction, Hoddles Creek).  If you are not sure whether your
studio location is eligible, please ask.

o Must be a Member Plus or willing to become one if selected.

o If sharing a studio, each artist must apply separately unless applying as an established

artist group (in which case you will be represented as a group vs individual artists).

o Collective Studios could also be described as an Arts Society, Collaborative Group or

Artist Run Initiative - it should also be based in the Yarra Valley as per the area

described above.  A Collective Studio is a group of two or more artists who work

together under their own management toward shared aims.

o Collective Studios will be listed as a single entity with a group profile. For the exhibition

the group can nominate 2 works to represent the group. There will be a single entry on

the Yarra Valley Open Studios Map and on the YVA website and Social Media

promotion.

o All studios must have a safe and suitable access and car parking, and if possible,

amenities (eg toilet facilities).

o The individual named in the application should commit to being present within the

studio over the entire Open Studios Weekend.
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APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS: 

Your eligibility to be part of the Yarra Valley Open Studios event is primarily judged by your 

application. You should ensure your application is of a high standard and provides the best 

possible representation of your work and your studio. Incomplete applications will not be

considered. 

Each application is reviewed and rated in accordance with selection criteria by the Application 

Review Panel. The Panel will ensure that an independent review of the eligibility criteria for each 

studio is undertaken, thus making sure that the Yarra Valley Open Studios provides the public with 

a consistently high quality and engaging arts and cultural experience. This approach is being 

undertaken to grow the reputation of the Yarra Valley Open Studios as a ‘not-to-be-missed’ annual 

event on every cultural itinerary.   

Panel selection criteria includes: 

– quality of work

– quality and nature of the experience visitors will be offered

– studio access, ease and safety

– evidence of new work completed since last Open Studios

– diversity of artists across Highway areas

This year’s Independent Panel includes Dr Ewen Jarvis (Curator, Yering Station Art Gallery) and 

Toni Main (Burrinja). The selection panel will meet 21 April.   

Artists will be notified of application outcomes by email by the 30 April 2020. If your application is 

successfully reviewed by the panel you may be contacted to make an appointment for an 

assessment of your studio space and accessibility.   

REQUIREMENTS ONCE ACCEPTED ON THE PROGRAM: 

- You will confirm contact details for yourself and your studio for publication in the Map and on

the various Social Media platforms by email within the required timeframes.

- Your studio must be open to the public with yourself in attendance from 10am until 5pm

during your Open Studio Weekend. It is optional if you want to be available by appointment

outside those designated days.

- You will participate in the exhibition/s.

- You will attend the exhibition opening/s.

- You will pay the Open Studios Fee of $100 to YVA nominated bank account.

- You will provide proof of appropriate Public Liability Insurance.

- You should be prepared for media coverage if required.

- Participation in some organisational and marketing aspects of the event is expected.

- Provide high quality images of your artwork & studio for the map and other media channels.

- You must keep a record of the number of studio visitors and other info as requested.
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- You are required to have Open Studios promotional material displayed in your studio.

- You are required to distribute promotional material prior to the weekends – maps etc.

- You should be prepared to cross-promote other artists in the Open Studios such as the ‘next

closest studio’ or artists in your area

- It is a requirement of acceptance to be or become a Member Plus of Yarra Valley Arts. Annual

Membership costs $132 and includes a range of benefits. To find out more about the benefits

of YVA Members Plus please visit:  www.yarravalleyarts.org.au/membership

Key Dates 

Exhibitions: 

Maroondah  3 September – 27 September at YAVA Gallery, Healesville (all artists)  

Open Studios Launch (all artists):  Thursday 3 September 6 – 8 pm at YAVA Gallery

Melba 2 – 26 October venue to be advised (Melba artists)

Opening – Friday 2 October 6 – 8 pm - all artists to attend

Warburton   27 October - 10 November at Waterwheel Gallery (Warburton artists) 

Opening – Saturday 31 October 1 – 3 pm - all artists to attend

Open Studios Weekends: 

Maroondah    12 & 13 September  10am - 5 pm 

Melba         10 & 11 October       10am - 5pm 

Warburton     7 & 8   November      10am - 5pm 

Important Dates and Process - for artists Please put these dates in your diary now

Applications available:  Friday 6 March - www.yarravalleyarts.org.au/open-studios-2020

Application information session:  Tuesday 17 March 

 @ YAVA Gallery 252a Maroondah Hwy (upstairs), Healesville from 7pm 

Applications close:  Thursday 9 April at 5pm 

Independent Assessors meet and review applications: Tuesday 21 April 

Application results communicated:  by Thursday 30 April 

https://yarravalleyarts.org.au/membership
www.yarravalleyarts.org.au/open-studios-2020
www.yarravalleyarts.org.au/open-studios-2020
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First Artist Meeting – What to Expect (all required to attend): Tuesday 19 May 

@ YAVA Gallery, from 7pm 

Second Artist Meeting (all required to attend):  Tuesday 18 August 

@ YAVA Gallery, Healesville from 7pm 

Evaluation Meetings:  Maroondah:  Tuesday 15 September 

@ YAVA Gallery, Healesville, 7pm 

Melba:  Tuesday 13 October 

 @ TBA

 Warburton:  Tuesday 10 November

 @ TBA   

Open Studios Categories and Fees 

INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS 

Individual Artists are practicing artists who work primarily on their own from a permanent studio within 

the Yarra Valley. Both traditional and diverse or experimental artists are encouraged to apply.  

Application Fee:  $100* (must also be a YVA Member Plus)  

STUDIO COLLECTIVES 

A Collective Studio could also be described as an Arts Society, Collaborative Group or Artist Run 

Initiative. It should consist of a group of two or more artists who work together under their own 

management towards shared aims.   

Application Fee:  Collectives pay $350 

* refer page 5 re becoming a Member Plus of Yarra Valley Arts.

* Note: payment is due within 30 days after you have been advised your application has been

successful



Yarra Valley Open Studios 2020 

Application Form 

Thank you for applying to Yarra Valley Open Studios 2020 

Please submit your application via email to: 
openstudios@yarravalleyarts.org.au by Thursday 9 April 2020

To complete this editable PDF you will need to install Acrobat Reader on your computer. 

Acrobat Reader is a free download – https://get.adobe.com/reader/   

Feel free to touch base with us if you have any questions and please note that the quality and 

diversity of artists will be considered in the selection process.    

Phone Bev Hardidge 0405 020 813 if you’d like to ask questions by phone.   

Applicant Information 

Applicant Name: 

 Postal Address:    Postcode: 

Phone:     

Email:      

Studio Information 

A member of the YVA committee may visit your studio.   

This information will be made public via the Yarra Valley Open Studios map, website & social media. 

Category:      Individual Artist   Studio Collective 

Name:     Collective Name: 

Studio Address: 

Is this your dedicated workspace or studio? No 
If No, please explain where you normally work.  Preference is given to artists with a dedicated workspace. 

Studio Phone #:   Mobile Phone #: 

 Website:  

 Facebook: 

 Instagram: 
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Medium/s:  (for a studio collective list the variety of mediums): 

Parking (number of parking bays) 

Amenities:   No   Yes   

Disability Access (not required, but featured on website):    No  Yes   Partial 

Are you registered for GST:          No           Yes   

Is your studio open by appointment through the year?         No  Yes 

Details of any access issues (many steps, steep incline, hard to find, etc)

If you are new to YV Open Studios a member of our team will visit your 
studio in advance of the selection process to check accessibility.   

Artist Statement (50 words) 
The Artist Statement should be no more than 50 words. It will be used to promote your studio to 

visitors on social media and on the website. It should describe your art practice and studio 

environment. Please write this in third person. eg. "Kylie is a landscape painter, exploring..."    

Studio Experience (50 - 200 words) 
Please describe how the authentic working studio experience will be presented to visitors during the 

Open Studios weekend. This is important for application selection purposes. NOTE:  the selection 

panel may not know you or your work so the information on your application is all they can go on.     
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Experience 

 Have you participated in Open Studios programs before?    Yes   No 

Provide brief details (year, area)   

 Have you participated in exhibitions in the last 5 years?   Yes    No 

 If Yes, provide brief details   

 List any relevant awards or grants received over the last 5 years 

Attachments 

Images:  Please provide between 6 and 12 high resolution images with your application. A 

minimum of 2 images should provide a clear representation of your working studio space, 

with the rest providing a good overview of your artwork. If you use different mediums and 

techniques, please provide a representation of each style. (important for selection process) 

All digital image files should be labelled in the following manner: 

surname_artworktitle_no.jpg 

You are encouraged to use www.wetransfer.com to supply images, however images 
submitted via USB will also be accepted.   

I agree to: 

• abide by all YVA requirements and deadlines

• personally be present at my studio for the full two Open Studio days between 10am & 5pm

• provide one artwork for the Major Group Exhibition and attend same (plus area exhibition if

applicable)

• promote my Open Studio and the event via my media channels

• give visitors a positive experience of me and my arts practice

• provide quality high resolution images and information for promotional purposes

• ensure that I have public liability insurance cover for visitors during Open Studios (and

forward copy of certificate of insurance to YVOS)

Entering my name here indicates my signature ……………………………………………….  

date …………………………. 

http://dropbox.com/
http://dropbox.com/
http://wetransfer.com/
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Submit by Thursday 9 April 2020 email this document to:  

openstudios@yarravalleyarts.org.au  

Payment:   Upon notification of selection the $100 Open Studios Fee is to be paid. 

Note:  It is a requirement of acceptance to be or become a Member Plus of Yarra Valley Arts. 

Annual Membership costs $132 and includes a range of benefits. To understand more about the 

benefits of YVA Member Plus please visit www.yarravalleyarts.org.au/membership    

Pay by:  EFT or Bank Deposit     BSB: 633-000  A/C: 164397242    Ref: your NameOS20 

If you have any questions please email us at openstudios@yarravalleyarts.org.au or contact one of 

the Open Studios sub-committee.   

PRIVACY. These details will be used solely by Yarra Valley Open Studios, and will not be provided to any other party. 

From time to time, Yarra Valley Open Studios will receive useful information from associated bodies which we will pass on 

via email where it is deemed appropriate.    

IMAGES. By submitting this application, I give permission for the enclosed/attached images to be used in Yarra Valley 

Open Studios 2020 publicity. This may include, but is not limited to, digital reproduction on the YVA and/or other websites 

as appropriate and transmission by email to media and similar.    

INDEMNIFICATION. Yarra Valley Arts and its Committee, staff, members, agents and volunteers are not responsible for 

any loss, damage to property, injury to persons, regardless of whether Yarra Valley Arts, its Committee, staff, members, 

agents and volunteers, knew or should have known of the possibility of damage or injury. I agree to indemnify and hold 

Yarra Valley Arts, its members, agents and volunteers, harmless from any injury, loss, damage, or loss of profits, business 

or any type of harm which arises out of or in connection with this event. I undertake that all details on this form are correct, 

and agree to comply with all terms and conditions of the Open Studios as stated in the entirety of this document.    

Office use:    Application received   ……………………….……   payment received …………………………. 
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